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Brief Report on the Commemoration Service for Dr Wolfgang Wagner, Festspielhaus, Bayreuth, 11 April, 2010.

I attended the Commemoration Service for Dr. Wolfgang Wagner on my own behalf, on behalf of the Wagner Society of Ireland, and on behalf of the Wagner Society of Scotland of which I am a member. It was a very dignified event (over 1,500 attended) with speeches interspersed with music. Artists came from all over the World. I saw Peter Schneider and Sir John Tomlinson in the Bayerischer Hof. Waltraud Meier was there, as was Siegfried Jerusalem. One could go on with a very long list. I met members of the Richard Wagner Verband, including Hon. President Josef Lienhart. The co-directors of the Bayreuther Festpiele, Katharina and Eva Wagner-Pasquier, daughters of Wolfgang, were there. In attendance was the Chancellor, Dr Angela Merkel, who attended in a private capacity. Speeches were given by Bavarian Minister-President, Horst Seehofer, Christian Thielemann and Professor Joachim Thiery (Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, Leipzig, a life-long friend). The music was conducted by Christian Thielemann, with members of the Festpiele orchestra and choir, with chorus master Eberhard Friedrich. The music programme was the Prelude from Act I of Lohengrin, Siegfried’s Rhine Journey from Götterdämmerung, the motet ‘Denn er hat seinen Engeln befohlen’ (Psalm 91) by Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy, concluding with the prelude to Die Meistersinger with chorale. Wolfgang Wagner was deeply loved by all staff, artists and those who love what is the miracle of Bayreuth. He devoted his whole working life (57 years) to the work of his grandfather. I was privileged to meet him in Venice 2006, at the RWVI Competition for Wagner Voices and grateful to be invited to attend this service of farewell. 

Christopher McQuaid

